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Wine producers urged to develop high quality wines

Budapest, August 25, 1993 (MTI-ECONEWS) - Hungarian
wine producers must concentrate on developing high quality
wines instead of cheaper mass produced wines, the Minister
of International Economic Relations, Bela Kadar, said at a
press conference today.

The press conference was held to announce details of
the Second Internaticnal Wine Festival to be held in
Budapest between September 8 and 12.

Mr Kadar told the press conference that Hungarian wine
exports reached a peak in the mid-80s, with 2.7m
hectolitres exported and 4m—-5m hectolitres produced a
year.,

In the past, 75pc-80pc of the wines produced in
Hungary were exported to the former COMECON countries.
These were mainly cheaper mass produced wines. With the
collapse of the COMECON market in the early 90s, there was
a considerable drop in wine exports.

Mr Kadar said that on the Western European and
American market only quality wines would be competitive.

A new marketing programme had therefore been designed
under the commeon initiative of the Ministry of
International Economic Relations and the Ministry of
Agriculture. The programme will receive about HUF 1&0m
from the budget fund for the development of trade.

Last year, Hungarian wine exports totalled USD é5m, and
Mr Kadar said he hoped that amount would be maintained
this year. +++
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