
AI Policy

Institute of Linguistics, HHU

June 2025

AI can be helpful and its use is not generally prohibited, unless stated explicitly otherwise by your instructor. The
instructors in the Linguistics department at HHU agreed on the following AI policy and would like to acknowledge
that AI can serve as a valuable tool in academia, facilitate scientific work and improve overall efficiency. At the
same time, this AI policy makes clear that it is the responsibility of every student to verify the output of AI. Students
are fully responsible for the work they submit. They should be aware of the fact that relying on AI may lead to
failure and non-compliance with the rules of good scientific practice, which can have serious consequences.
Besides this, we call for a sustainable, resource- and climate-friendly workflow. Keep in mind that every interaction
with generative AI consumes significant computational resources and energy.

1 Positive use cases of AI

In this section, we identify some positive use cases of AI.

• Improving writing Improving clarity and grammar in academic writing.

• Coding AI can be helpful with coding. AI can suggest useful code snippets you need for writing your code,
e.g., solving problems with your typesetting system. However, you must be able to judge whether the sug-
gested code really does what you want it to do.

• Structuring your work AI may be useful to create a structure for the intended term paper. For a better result,
think carefully about your prompts.

• Analysis AI can be very helpful in understanding statistics. It can provide hints for analysing outputs from
statistical models and plotting.

2 Considerations and risks when using AI

In this section, we summarize best practices using AI and we identify limitations and dangers of AI.

• Documentation Requirements Cite AI tools used. Include specific details about AI model versions and
dates.

• Quality Control: Fact checking Note that AIs are designed for specific purposes, i.e. there is AI that can
be helpful in literature research and AI that is not. Check this beforehand. Verify AI-generated information
against reliable sources. AIs tend to hallucinate, that is, make up claims and even references. Note that you
as the author are responsible for your content.

• Quality Control: Relevance Evaluate AI outputs for relevance. AIs tend to be verbose in text generation
and in coding.

• Quality Control: Coding When using generated code, make sure that it works exactly as intended. For
example, you should test the code on simple examples for which you can arrive at the correct conclusion
manually. If the generated code uses methods that you are not familiar with, read their documentation.

• Quality Control: Sourcing AI generated texts are based on already existing texts. The texts that these AI
tools are trained on cannot be traced back to their original source. It is therefore not possible to provide
accurate sources (and citations) for the AI generated texts. This is not only bad academic practice but
also unethical and considered plagiarism in academic writing. If you use AI-generated or AI-revised text in
work you submit, make sure to carefully source the ideas expressed in there, like you would with your own
academic writing.
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• Data privacy Avoid sharing sensitive information. Review AI tool privacy policies.

• Learning aim Note that a term paper is a great opportunity to practice academic writing and get qualified
feedback from your instructor. You do not want your instructor to mark and give feedback on a text that was
generated by a machine.

• Avoid biases Be aware that AI output is heavily dependent from the training data of AI. There is, for instance,
a potential western-centric bias in language processing. Always evaluate AI outputs for potential biases.

• Inaccurate and incorrect content The information provided by AI tools is vague, superficial, and sometimes
the tools are confidently wrong. Be aware that, due to the increased use of AI in scientific writing, even in
published articles, there can be incorrect content, for instance, inaccurate summaries of the state of the art.
If a certain claim is central for your own work, it might be advisable to check the original sources.

• Hallucinated references Be aware that AI hallucinates references. That is, it will find and summarize seem-
ingly relevant literature which does not exist. Carefully check the suggestions for whether they exist at all
and whether they really say what AI claims they say. So far, AI is incapable of making clean relative temporal
statements (e.g., statements about who used a term first).

• Copyright violations Uploading documents for summary might result in copyright violations. If you are not
sure that it is allowed to do so on your AI-platform with the intended text, then don’t.

• Writing style Although AI generated texts might appear to be written in academic and grammatical English,
the writing style is often inappropriate for academic texts. The sentences tend to be long and complex with
flowery wording, resulting in a less straightforward and clear presentation of the information.

• Coding style AI can produce code that uses methods and libraries you are not familiar with. Sometimes
it also produces very dense code that is hard to read even for a professional. Never use such code, break
your request in several steps or reformulate it to get a proposal that is closer to what you would have written
yourself.

3 Declaration of AI usage

The instructors of the institute of Linguistics at HHU ask you to add the following declaration of AI usage to any
term paper, BA or MA thesis. If you have used AI for your work though, please indicate the use of it below. Try to
be as precise as possible.

Declaration of AI usage
I, (first name and last name), Matrikelnummer

, hereby confirm that I have read and acknowledged the AI
policy of the Institute for Linguistics, HHU (June 2025).
I hereby declare that for my term paper/thesis/project with the title (title),
in the seminar (course name) with (lec-
turer/supervisor name)

□ I have not used any AI tools.

□ I have used AI. The following list contains all tools that I have used as well as a short description of
how and for what purpose these tools were used.

Name of the tools version/date Purpose
e.g., Grammarly grammarly free (2025), 2/2025 spell-correction
e.g., ChatGPT ChatGPT-4o, 3/2025 to generate code to create the plot on figure XX
...
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