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Pursuing a doctorate at our faculty
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We advise and support you throughout 
the entire process of your doctorate at 
the Faculty of Arts and Humanities.

Dr. Julia Siep

Doctoral Office

Geb. 23.21, Ebene 01.076

phone: +49 211-81 12937
Julia.Siep@hhu.de
www.philo.hhu.de/promotion-1

Dr. Kristina Rubarth

Graduate Academy philGRAD

Geb. 23.21, Ebene 01.078

phone: +49 211-81 14946
kristina.rubarth@hhu.de
www.philgrad.hhu.de

Your Doctorate at the Faculty of Arts and Humanities
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Why do a doctorate at all?

Your Doctorate at the Faculty of Arts and Humanities3

o scientific curiosity
o in-depth thematic focus + exploration
o (relatively) flexible working hours
o self-directed work
o low-threshold formal requirements
o Developing professional and personal skills

Why not?!?
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Fancy doing a doctorate? Then why not join us! 

Your Doctorate at the Faculty of Arts and Humanities4

…we provide clear doctoral program structures through our Doctoral Regulations. 
…we can provide you with expert advice on all matters relating to your doctorate.
…we offer a wide range of accompanying workshops.
…we make it possible to arrange personalized consultation and coaching sessions.
…we place a high priority on fostering connections among our doctoral students.
…we also try to find customized solutions when necessary.
…we are here for you, even when things aren't going so well.

DOCTORAL OFFICE X GRADUATE ACADEMY PHILGRAD

Because…
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First Steps Towards a Doctorate
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…at the Faculty of Arts and Humanities

1. How do I 
find a 
topic?
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https://www.philo.hhu.de/en/doctoral-studies/interested
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First Steps Towards a Doctorate
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o I attended an interesting seminar and would like to explore a specific aspect of it in 
greater depth.

o I would like to explore a specific aspect of my master's thesis in greater depth.

o I am pursuing my doctorate as part of a research project by my first supervisor. 
[Please note:  You should definitely be interested in the topic.]

…to name just a few possibilities. In any case, it is essential that you have identified a 
research gap that you would like to address.

1. How do I find a topic?
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First Steps Towards a Doctorate
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…at the Faculty of Arts and Humanities

1. How do I 
find a 
topic?
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2. How do I 
find a 

supervisor?

https://www.philo.hhu.de/en/doctoral-studies/interested
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Formal Requirements
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1. Someone is making contact with me.

2. I am contacting someone.
• The topic has to be a good fit. [Important: You need to have an initial idea!]
• The supervisor must have completed a postdoctoral qualification (or hold an 

equivalent qualification).

3. I am applying for a doctoral position that has been advertised (e.g., in a 
research institute, a research group, or a department)

How do I find a Supervisor?
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First Steps Towards a Doctorate
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…at the Faculty of Arts and Humanities

1. How do I 
find a 
topic?

2. How do I 
find a 

supervisor?

3. Which
formal 

requirements
do I have to

meet?
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https://www.philo.hhu.de/en/doctoral-studies/interested
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Formal Requirements
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o Relevant master's degree (or equivalent university degree)

o minimum overall grade: 2.5 (good) (German grade system)

o Supervision commitment from a supervisor

 Application for provisional acceptance as a Doctoral Student at the Doctoral Office

What do I need to meet?
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Formal Processes

Your Doctorate at the Faculty of Arts and Humanities11

You meet the formal requirements and have been approved by a supervisor?

 Application for provisional acceptance
o Form
o CV
o All certificates and diplomas (starting with the high school diploma)
o Proof of German or English language proficiency (if applicable; for non-native 

speakers)

 Submit to the Doctoral Office 

First Steps
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First Steps Towards a Doctorate
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…at the Faculty of Arts and Humanities

1. How do I 
find a 
topic?

2. How do I 
find a 

supervisor?

3. Which
formal 

requirements
do I have to

meet?
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4. How do I 
finance my
studies?

https://www.philo.hhu.de/en/doctoral-studies/interested
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Various forms of financing

Employment at a 
university/research 

institution
Scholarship

Self-employed
Employment
outside the
university

Deciding to Pursue a Doctorate

Presenter-Notizen
Präsentationsnotizen
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Deciding to Pursue a Doctorate
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How do doctoral students finance their studies?

Presenter-Notizen
Präsentationsnotizen
Auf welche weise finanzieren Sie sich gerade hauptsächlich?
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Deciding to Pursue a Doctorate
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 Karriereportal der HHU 
 University job portals that list departments relevant to one's 

own doctoral project

 Academic job portals: 
 https://www.academics.de/
 https://jobs.zeit.de/

 Job portals for scientists in the humanities:
 https://www.hsozkult.de/job/page
 https://www.kultweet.de/jobs.php

Where can I find a 
job like that?

Presenter-Notizen
Präsentationsnotizen



https://karriere.hhu.de/index.php?ac=start
https://www.academics.de/
https://jobs.zeit.de/
https://www.hsozkult.de/job/page
https://www.kultweet.de/jobs.php
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1. Provisional Acceptance

2. Final Acceptance

3. Doctoral Studies and 
Annual Progress Reports 

4. Admission to doctoral examination & 
Defense

5. Publication & 

Formal Processes – What happens next?
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philGRAD – the Graduate Academy
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Since 2014: Professional development, counselling, and services for doctoral 
candidates, postdocs and supervisors

 Our Counselling Services:
 All Topics related to your Doctorate
 Crises and Conflicts: Counselling and 

Mediation
 Mental Health First Aid
 Personal Career Counselling  Qualification

 Good scientific practice
 Wide range of workshops
 Individual coaching

 Contact
 Dr. Kristina Rubarth, Tel. 14946
 www.philgrad.hhu.de
 kristina.rubarth@hhu.de

 Further Support
 Assistance with scholarship

applications
 Regular writing groups
 Networking evenings for doctoral

students
 HEINRICH – Science Slam

http://www.philgrad.hhu.de/
mailto:kristina.rubarth@hhu.de
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More Information:
https://www.philgrad.hhu.de/disscoveryday

https://www.philgrad.hhu.de/disscoveryday
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Contact
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Dr. Julia Siep

Doctoral Office

Geb. 23.21, Ebene 01.076

phone: +49 211-81 12937
Julia.Siep@hhu.de
www.philo.hhu.de/promotion-1

Dr. Kristina Rubarth

Graduate Academy philGRAD

Geb. 23.21, Ebene 01.078

phone: +49 211-81 14946
kristina.rubarth@hhu.de
www.philgrad.hhu.de

Your Doctorate at the Faculty of Arts and Humanities
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